Newspeak Activity
AP English Lit/Comp
Transport yourself to the world of Winston Smith and try your hand at writing Newspeak…
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For this assignment you have a choice of activities, but they all are designed to demonstrate your knowledge of the basic concepts of Newspeak. You will need to refer to your copy of 1984 as a reference for this activity.  The idea is to capture the spirit of Ingsoc and Newspeak.  Remember basic principles:
1. sound (staccato, mono-syllabic)

2. grammatical rules (creating adverbs, adjectives, conjugation)

3. meaning of word/concept

4. limiting thought 

5. limiting language

Option One:

You are a Party journalist.  Find a recent news article (from the last week) and rewrite at least three paragraphs in Newspeak.

1. Copy/paste the original article at the top of your paper.
2. Rewrite in the spirit of Ingsoc and Newspeak

3. Type up your version.

Option Two:
You work in “porec” and need to make poems Insoc appropriate.
1. Find a popular poem on poetry.org or in your textbook, one that is well-known and less than 30 lines. 

2. It will be easiest if you select a poem that seems a bit dissatisfied, radical, or dissident.

3. Translate into a version that would be approved by The Party

4. Copy/paste the original poem next to your version.

Option Three:

You are a “historian” and are in charge of re-telling a famous historical battle.
1. Find a well known 19th or 20th century battle.

2. Find a credible synopsis of the battle that includes the facts (where, when, why, etc.)

3. Imagine that the loser of the real historical battle is the Ingsoc Party of 1984.
3. Re-write the battle as if it were going into a textbook that the Parsons children would read. 

Bonus:

You are the versification programmer.  Write a verse of a song that a Prole could sing.

Due:  Thursday.  Be prepared to share in class.


20 points

Graded on:  

1. adherence to Newspeak principles

2. creativity

3. following instructions

4. accuracy

5. thoroughness
